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The Piano Buying Owning A New Or
Used Piano

The piano buying owning a new or used piano is an exciting journey that can bring
immense joy and musical fulfillment. Whether you're a beginner eager to learn the basics or an
experienced musician seeking an upgrade, choosing the right piano involves careful
consideration of various factors. From understanding the differences between new and used
pianos to evaluating quality, budget, and long-term maintenance, this guide will help you
navigate the process confidently.

Understanding the Basics of Buying a Piano

Before diving into the specifics, it's essential to grasp the fundamental aspects of purchasing a
piano. Pianos come in different types, brands, and conditions, each suited for different needs
and budgets.

Types of Pianos

Grand Pianos: Known for their superior sound quality and touch response, ideal for concert1.
halls or serious musicians.
Upright Pianos: More compact and affordable, suitable for home use and smaller spaces.2.
Digital Pianos: Offer versatility, portability, and often have features like recording and3.
headphone use, perfect for beginners and practice.

New vs. Used Pianos

New Pianos: Come with a warranty, the latest technology, and are free from prior wear and1.
tear.
Used Pianos: Usually less expensive, with the potential for high-quality vintage instruments,2.
but may require repairs or refurbishing.

Advantages and Disadvantages of Buying a New Piano

Choosing a new piano offers certain benefits that appeal to many buyers. However, there are
also considerations to keep in mind.

Advantages of Buying a New Piano

Warranty and Support: New pianos typically come with manufacturer warranties, providing1.
peace of mind regarding repairs and servicing.
Latest Technology and Features: New models often incorporate the newest innovations in2.
sound, touch, and durability.



Reliable Condition: You’re assured of the instrument’s condition, with no prior usage or3.
hidden issues.
Customization Options: Some manufacturers allow customization of finishes, hardware,4.
and sometimes even sound characteristics.

Disadvantages of Buying a New Piano

Higher Cost: New pianos tend to be more expensive upfront compared to used instruments.1.
Depreciation: Like new cars, new pianos can depreciate in value over time, especially if not2.
kept in optimal condition.
Limited Selection: Depending on your location, newer models may have fewer options3.
available immediately.

Advantages and Disadvantages of Buying a Used Piano

Used pianos can be a smart choice for many, especially those on a budget or seeking vintage
quality.

Advantages of Buying a Used Piano

Cost-Effective: Usually priced lower than new pianos, allowing access to higher-quality1.
brands or models within a limited budget.
Potential for Vintage or Rare Instruments: Some used pianos are collectible or have2.
unique tonal qualities.
Less Depreciation: Used instruments often retain their value better, especially if well3.
maintained.

Disadvantages of Buying a Used Piano

Uncertain Condition: May have hidden issues such as worn hammers, broken strings, or1.
outdated parts.
Limited or No Warranty: Typically, used pianos do not come with extensive warranties,2.
increasing potential repair costs.
Older Technology: May lack modern features or have a different touch response compared3.
to current models.
Refurbishing Costs: Might require additional investment for tuning, repairs, or restoration.4.

Key Factors to Consider When Buying a Piano

Whether you opt for a new or used instrument, several critical factors will guide your decision-
making process.

Budget

Determine how much you are willing to spend, including potential repair or tuning costs.1.
Consider long-term expenses such as maintenance, tuning, and moving costs.2.
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Space and Placement

Measure your space to ensure the piano fits comfortably.1.
Consider the acoustics of the room and the amount of natural light.2.

Sound Quality and Touch

Test the instrument’s tone, resonance, and responsiveness.1.
Ask for a demonstration or bring a knowledgeable pianist to help evaluate.2.

Brand and Model Reputation

Research reputable brands known for durability and quality such as Steinway & Sons,1.
Yamaha, Kawai, Baldwin, and Bösendorfer.
Read reviews and seek recommendations from teachers or professional musicians.2.

Condition and Age

For used pianos, check the age, maintenance history, and service records.1.
Inspect for signs of wear, cracks, or damage.2.

Seller Credibility

Buy from reputable dealers, music stores, or certified refurbishers.1.
Request a full inspection report and, if possible, a trial period.2.

Important Tips for Buying a New or Used Piano

For New Pianos

Visit multiple authorized dealerships to compare models and prices.1.
Ask about warranties, service plans, and return policies.2.
Try different models to find the one that feels and sounds best to you.3.
Consider financing options if available.4.

For Used Pianos

Arrange for a professional inspection before purchasing.1.
Request detailed maintenance and repair history.2.
Test the piano thoroughly in various ranges and dynamics.3.
Be prepared for potential refurbishment costs.4.
Negotiate the price based on condition and market value.5.



Long-Term Maintenance and Care

Owning a piano is an ongoing commitment. Proper maintenance ensures your instrument
retains its value and sound quality.

Regular Tuning

Have your piano tuned at least twice a year, or more frequently if needed.1.

Proper Placement

Keep the piano away from direct sunlight, heating vents, and high humidity.1.
Avoid placing it near windows or in damp areas.2.

Cleaning and Maintenance

Wipe the surface with a soft, dry cloth regularly.1.
Have the internal components checked by a professional periodically.2.

Protection and Moving

Use professional movers experienced with pianos to avoid damage.1.
Use proper covers and protectors during long-term storage or moves.2.

Final Thoughts

Deciding whether to buy a new or used piano depends on your budget, needs, and preferences.
New pianos provide reliability, modern features, and peace of mind, while used pianos offer
affordability and potential access to vintage or high-end models. Regardless of your choice,
thorough research, professional inspection, and proper maintenance are key to making a
satisfying investment. Remember, a well-chosen piano can be a lifelong companion in your
musical journey, inspiring countless hours of practice, performance, and enjoyment. Happy
piano shopping!

Piano Buying: A Comprehensive Guide to Owning a New or Used Piano Purchasing a
piano is more than just acquiring a musical instrument; it’s an investment in artistry, education,
and personal fulfillment. Whether you're a beginner, an aspiring professional, or an experienced
musician, the decision to buy a new or used piano involves careful consideration of various
factors including budget, space, sound quality, and long-term maintenance. This guide aims to
provide an in-depth analysis of the key aspects involved in purchasing a piano, helping
prospective owners make informed decisions that align with their goals and circumstances.

Understanding the Types of Pianos

Before diving into the purchasing process, it’s essential to understand the different types of
pianos available, as each has unique characteristics, advantages, and disadvantages.
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Grand Pianos

- Description: Grand pianos are the pinnacle of acoustic piano craftsmanship, distinguished by
their horizontal frame and strings that stretch out horizontally. - Sizes: Ranging from baby
grands (5-6 feet) to concert grands (9 feet or more). - Advantages: Superior sound quality,
better dynamic range, and expressive capabilities. They are often preferred for professional
performance and recording. - Disadvantages: Higher cost, larger footprint, and more demanding
in terms of space and maintenance.

Upright Pianos

- Description: Uprights have a vertical frame and strings, making them more compact. - Sizes:
Ranging from spinet (smallest) to full-size uprights. - Advantages: More affordable, space-
efficient, and easier to move and maintain. - Disadvantages: Slightly less rich sound compared
to grands, though modern uprights can still offer excellent tone.

Digital Pianos

- Description: Electronic instruments that emulate acoustic pianos via digital sampling and
sound synthesis. - Advantages: Affordable, portable, volume control, headphone use, and a
variety of sound options. - Disadvantages: Lacks the authentic feel and resonance of acoustic
strings and hammers, though high-end digital models are improving.

Deciding Between a New or Used Piano

One of the fundamental choices when purchasing a piano is whether to buy new or used. Each
option offers distinct benefits and potential drawbacks.

Advantages of Buying a New Piano

- Latest Technology and Features: New pianos incorporate the newest craftsmanship, materials,
and technological innovations. - Warranty and Support: Manufacturers typically offer
comprehensive warranties and customer support. - Customization Options: Buyers may select
specific finishes, actions, or features tailored to their preferences. - Reliability: New instruments
are free from wear and tear, ensuring optimal performance from the outset.

Disadvantages of Buying a New Piano - Cost: New pianos
generally come with a higher price tag. - Depreciation: Like
cars, new pianos depreciate in value once purchased. - Limited
Character: Some musicians prefer the "mature" sound or feel
that develops with aging in an instrument.



Advantages of Buying a Used Piano

- Cost Savings: Used pianos are typically less expensive,
making quality instruments more accessible. - Potential for
Vintage or Unique Sound: Older pianos, especially from
renowned manufacturers, can possess distinctive tonal
qualities. - Faster Availability: Used pianos may be immediately
available or easier to find through private sellers or dealers.

Disadvantages of Buying a Used Piano

- Maintenance Concerns: Older instruments might require
repairs, regulation, or rebuilding. - Unknown History: Difficult to
verify previous use, tuning, or potential issues. - Limited
Warranty: Usually sold "as-is," with limited or no warranty.

Assessing Your Needs and Budget

A successful piano purchase hinges on aligning the
instrument’s qualities with your personal needs and financial
capacity.

Factors to Consider

- Purpose: Are you learning, performing, recording, or simply
enjoying music at home? - Space: Do you have adequate room
for a grand or upright? Digital pianos offer flexibility for small
spaces. - Skill Level: Beginners might prefer a more affordable
upright or digital piano, whereas advanced players may seek a
high-end grand. - Budget Range: Establish a clear budget,
including potential costs for tuning, maintenance, and
accessories.

Budgeting Tips

- Set a realistic range based on your financial situation. -
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Consider ongoing expenses like tuning, repairs, and
accessories. - Explore financing options if necessary, but be
cautious about long-term commitments.

Key Factors to Evaluate When Buying a Piano

To ensure you select an instrument that will serve you well over
time, evaluate the following aspects thoroughly.

Sound Quality and Tone

- For Acoustic Pianos: Listen for clarity, richness, and balance
across the entire keyboard. Each piano has a unique voice
shaped by its design and materials. - For Digital Pianos: Test
different models for realistic sound samples, responsiveness,
and polyphony (the number of notes that can be played
simultaneously).

Action and Touch

- The mechanical feel of the keys influences playing comfort
and technique. - Test for responsiveness, weight, and
consistency. - Grand pianos typically have more nuanced
actions, but high-quality uprights and digital pianos can also
provide excellent touch.

Condition and Maintenance History

- For used pianos, inquire about tuning history, repairs, and
whether it has been kept in favorable conditions. - Look for
signs of wear, such as sticking keys, cracks, or rust.

Brand and Model Reputation

- Some brands are renowned for quality, such as Steinway &
Sons, Yamaha, Kawai, and Bösendorfer. - Research specific
models for reviews, sound characteristics, and durability.



Size and Space Compatibility

- Measure your intended space, allowing for clearance and
accessibility. - Ensure the instrument fits comfortably without
overcrowding.

Inspection and Testing of Used Pianos

Buying a used piano demands a thorough inspection to avoid
future surprises.

Visual Inspection

- Check for cracks, warping, or water damage. - Examine keys
for chips, discoloration, or sticking. - Inspect the interior for
dust, mold, or pest damage.

Sound and Tuning

- Play each key to assess consistency in tone and touch. -
Request a tuning if possible, or plan to have it tuned
immediately after purchase. - Listen for unwanted noises such
as rattles or buzzing.

Professional Evaluation

- Consider hiring a piano technician for a comprehensive
assessment. - An expert can identify underlying issues and
estimate repair costs.

Where to Buy: Retailers, Dealers, and Private Sellers

Your choice of purchasing venue significantly influences the
quality, price, and after-sales service.

Authorized Dealers and Retailers

- Offer new pianos with manufacturer warranties. - Provide
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professional guidance, delivery, and tuning services. - Often
have used instruments with certified inspections.

Specialty Piano Shops and Showrooms

- Provide a curated selection of new and used pianos. - Staffed
by knowledgeable salespeople. - May offer trial periods and
financing options.

Private Sellers and Online Marketplaces

- Often more affordable but require careful inspection. - Limited
warranties or guarantees. - Platforms include classified ads,
eBay, or specialized piano forums.

Rebuilding and Restoration Specialists

- For vintage or high-value used pianos needing refurbishment.
- Can restore instruments to optimal condition, often at a
premium.

Long-Term Ownership: Maintenance and Care

Owning a piano entails ongoing maintenance to preserve its
sound and structural integrity.

Regular Tuning and Regulation

- Acoustic pianos should be tuned at least twice a year. -
Regulation ensures optimal key action and touch response.

Environmental Considerations

- Keep the piano away from direct sunlight, heat sources, and
humidity fluctuations. - Use a humidifier or dehumidifier as
needed.

Cleaning and Humidity Control



- Dust the exterior regularly with a soft cloth. - Keep the
interior free of dust and debris. - Use a piano cover when not in
use.

Repairs and Part Replacements

- Address issues promptly to avoid further damage. - Work with
qualified technicians for repairs and adjustments.

Final Thoughts: Making an Informed Choice

Buying a piano, whether new or used, is a significant decision
that requires careful deliberation. A high-quality instrument
can provide decades of musical enjoyment and growth, but it’s
vital to assess your needs, budget, and the condition of the
instrument thoroughly. While new pianos offer reliability and
the latest features, used pianos can provide excellent value and
unique tonal qualities when properly vetted. Ultimately,
investing in a piano is investing in your musical journey, and
with the right knowledge and guidance, you can find an
instrument that resonates with your aspirations and lifestyle.

Questions & Answers About the piano buying owning a
new or used piano

N
o

Question Answer

1 What factors should I consider
when choosing between a new
or used piano?

Consider your budget, desired sound quality,
maintenance costs, and how long you plan to keep the
piano. New pianos come with warranties and the latest
technology, while used pianos can be more affordable
but may require more maintenance and thorough
inspection.

2 How can I assess the condition
of a used piano before
purchasing?

Have a professional piano technician perform a
thorough inspection to check for issues like soundboard
cracks, key action problems, and tuning stability. Play
the instrument yourself to evaluate tone and touch, and
request maintenance records if available.
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3 What is the average price
range for new and used pianos?

New upright pianos typically range from $3,000 to
$8,000, while used pianos can be found from as low as
$1,000 for older models to $6,000 or more for well-
maintained, higher-end used instruments.

4 Are there benefits to buying a
digital piano instead of an
acoustic one?

Digital pianos are generally more affordable, portable,
require less maintenance, and often include features
like volume control and recording capabilities. They are
a good choice for beginners or those with space
constraints, but may lack the authentic touch and
sound of acoustic pianos.

5 What should I expect in terms
of maintenance and tuning for
a new versus used piano?

New pianos typically require less immediate
maintenance but still need regular tuning every 6-12
months. Used pianos may need more frequent tuning
and potential repairs, so budgeting for ongoing upkeep
is important regardless of age.

6 How do I find a reputable
dealer or seller for purchasing a
piano?

Look for authorized piano dealers with good reviews,
certifications, and in-person showrooms. You can also
seek recommendations from local music schools or
professional pianists, and always request a trial period
or return policy when buying used instruments.

piano purchase, buying a used piano, new piano, piano price, piano brands, piano maintenance,
piano tuning, keyboard vs piano, digital vs acoustic piano, piano accessories
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